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TRACING THE ROOTS OF FEMICIDE 

We hope the following tree serves as a reminder that efforts to understand and prevent femicide 

cannot be separated from the broader context and root causes of violence against women. 

Femicide-the ultimate form of 

violence against women and 

girls-exists in every country and takes 

many forms (see upper tree branches). 

It is the extreme end point on a 

continuum of violence against women. 

Femicide occurs because the 

continuum of violence against women 

continues to be accepted, tolerated 

and justified. Like all violence against 

women, the many causes of femicide 

are rooted in gender inequality, gender 

expectations, and systemic 

gender-based discrimination. 
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